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ABSTRACT

The flow over a cone-cylinder body at Mach number one and zero
angle of attack is computed by a numerical method in which the subsonic
region is computed by the relaxation method while the supersonic region
is constructed by the method of charscteristics. The sonic line is

then determined by an iterative process.
The results indicate that transonic similarity law proposed by

von Karman and Oswatitsch and Berndt based upon slender body theory
can be extended to cover cone-cylinder bodies of practical slenderness

ratios.
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INTRODUCTION

In the present paper the flow pattern over a cone-cylinder body
(circular conical nose with a cylindrical afterbody) at Mach number
one and at zero angle of attack is computed. This problem offers con-
siderable difficulty since the flow differential equation remains '
non-linear even with simplifications and transformations which were so
successful for the linearization in the planar cases It is not diffi-
cult to formulate the boundary value problem, but there is 1little to
base the correctness of the formulation so as to insure the existence
of an unique solution. The absence of existence and uniqueness proofs
for problems of the present nature is due mainly to the non-~linearity
of the differential equation, but the mixed elliptic (subsonic) and
hyperbolic (supersonic) character of the equation, as well as the nature
of the boundary conditions, are also responsible.

In the following, we shall, therefore, formulate the flow problem
in the physical plane and seek a solution numerically assuming that it
exists, and is unique. Whether this is actually the case, however,
cannot be decided by a numerical computation.

T™wo general and successful numerical methods to solve boundary
value problems are the variational procedure exemplified by the Hayleigh-
Ritz method, and the finite difference method utilizing the relaxation
process. These methods are well established for boundary value pro-
blems of an elliptic type, such as in potential theory, but the co-
existence of the supersonic region with the subsonic region makes their
use questionable in the case of transonic problems. :

The variational method is based on the equivalence of solving a
boundary value problem with the determination of a stationary value
(an extremum in the case of problems in potential theory) of a certain
integral expression extending over the region of the problem. Neces-
sary conditions for the existence of the stationary value implied that
gither the value of the sought function or the so-called "™natural
boundary conditions"™ must be prescribed over the entire clecsed boundary
of the problem. This is, of course, corpatible with the problems of
the elliptic type, but difficulty will arise in the case of mixed
elliptic~hyperbolic type of probtlams as the present one where it is
well-known that in order to obtain a physieally possible solution, a
gap in the supérsonic regior must be left open along which no condition
can be prescribed. Thus, for transonic type of boundary value prob-
lems in which either the sought function or the natural boundary
condition is prescribed there is no possibility to use the variational
method. The situation for problems with other boundary conditions is
considerably more obscure. No real basis exists for these cases on
which to attempt such procedures as the Rayleigh-Ritz method as in
potential theory. The fact that the stationary value of the integral
expression corresponding to the present transonic problem cannot be
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an. extrermum as in the case of potential problems warrants some caution.
It, therefore, appears considerably rore reliable to treat directly
the boundary value pronlem by a numerical method.

In the finite difference method for the numerical solution of the

prohlem, instead of seeking the value of the solution at every point
of the domain of the problem, n~nly the value at a finite number of
points, at the so-called lattice points, are sought. Here partial
derivatives are replaced vy prrtial difference expressions, and the
boundary value problem reduces to solving a system of algebraic equa-
tions, the number of equations being equal to the number of lattice
points selected, The transition from the aporoximate solutions found
in this way to the exact solution is obtained by systematically increas-
ing the number of lattice points and finding the limit of the sequence
of these approximate solutions as the number of lattice points is in-
creased., Tn this process the arrangement of the lattice points nlays
ar important role, According to the results of Courant, Friedrichs,
and lewy, (Reference 1) it would follow that in the hyperbolic region
with the present transonic differential equation, the lattice points
must be so arranged that the "domain of dependence" for a given set of
initial values in the case of the difference equation must at least
21l within the "domain of dependence" for the same initial values fer
the differential equation in order to obtain the correct limit, if it
exists at all. (In other words for a rectangular system of lattice
points the ratioc of the distances between points in the y and x direc-
tions must be less than the local slope of the characteristics.) In
the present problem, we cannot preselect a satisfactory arrangement -
of the lattice points in the supersonic region adjacent to the sonic
line since the characteristics which determine the "domain of depend-
ence” are extrer~ly steep; mercover the location of tiie characteristics
*¢ irovn only after the problem has been solved. The zucrtion is still

=7+ cpen whether one cen obtain a reascnable approximation with a
lettice point arrangement other than the required one since one seldom
takes the limit to an infinitely small distance between the neints but

retzins a finite number of lattice points. This question coulc of
“igourse be apswered if the behavior of the truncation errors is known in
4t dependence upon the arranegement of the lattice pcints,

In order to avoid the above difficulties, we shall separate the
supersonic region from the subsonic and then apply to each region a
nunerical technique which is known to be reliable. First the position
of the sonic line which separates the two regions will be estimated.
The subsonic ragion is then computed by the relaxation method, while
in the supersonic region the method of characteristics is used. A

" method of successive approximation is then introduced to find the
correct location of the sonic line so as to provide a compatible sub-
sonic and supersonic solution,
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SECTION I

THE FLOW OVER A CONE~CYLINDER BODY

The flow pattern in a meridian plane for the cone-cylinder body
at Mach number one and zero angle of attack can be expected to be qual-
itatively the same as for a two-dimensional wedge. The general features
of the flow in the latter case are well known, so that we shall repeat
here only the salient points. ’

Tt is knownm that at infinity one has the sonic free strear condi-
tions. The nose of the body, at Point B of Figure 1, is a stagnation
peint; this means that the usual transonic perturbation method, which
we shall use in the following, will not be valid in the neighborhood
of this point. At the shoulder at Point C one has the starting point
of the sonic line which extends from there laterally to infinity. This
line separates the flow into the elliptic region upstream of this line
and the hyperbolic rsgion downstream, but unfortunately its location
is nct known in advance. In the neighborhood of the shoulder one has
a Meyer expansion fan from which Mach waves travel into the flow. Some
of these waves will reach the sonic line while others occurring later
in the fan will not. There is one wave, the limiting Mach wave (CE in
Figure 1), which separates these two classes. This wave forms the
dowmstream limit of that part of the supersonic region which will
influence the upstream subscnic flow. This is clear since any small
disturbance originating domstream of the limiting Mach wave will
prepagate along a Mach wave which never reaches the sonic line and
will, therefore, not influence the subsonic region. The position of -
the limiting Mach wave, Just as the position of the sonic lineyis un-
known. For the determination of the subsonic vortion of the flow
pattern it is then necessary to consider only the flow upstream of the
limiting Mach wave. The remainder of the flow downstream is formulated
subsequently as a purely hyperbolic problem and computed by standard
methods.

SECTICH II
THE BASIC DIFFERENTIAL EQUATION
Let us first define the following s;ymbols:

x and v are the Cartesian coordinates in a meridian plane with

the X-axis coinciding with the axis of symmetry,

<T> the velocity potential,

a® the critical velorcity,

P the perturbation potential defined by $c*=d-a*x, and
EADC TR 52-295 1




k the ratio of specific heats,

With the approximations usually made in transonic theory (see References
2 or L, for example) the basic flow equation for the velocity petential
may be simplified to

)

~kr) BBt byt yH = O (1)
Pere the difference as compared to the plznar case is the appearance
of the tenn3§4§. The presence of this term makes it impossitle to

linearize this equation as in the planar cace by a hcdogreph transforn-
ation. The attempt to use other more general transfermations (see
Reference 3) was also unsuccessful,

Equation (1) for the perturbed potential is of the elliptic type
for¢§ < (¢ and hyperbolic when ¢Q ?> G. For the hyberbolic region the
equation of the characteristics and the compatibility conditicns re-
quired along the characteristics are given by

/ A
d “F 4T3
_&% = ¥ {’(1‘/) ﬁ (28.)
and 3
1 z
12wt dE) 4 1y
dy dy y (2b)
Here the signs must be taken consistently in the two equations.
With the transformation
X = ¢
-t
y= )7 €T (3)
¢xy)= P&,7)
Eguation (1) becomes
-2.7 _
%%t €y = O (L)

The reascn for the above transformation 1s to provicde a coordimte
systen which would stretch the region near the body where one would
expect the greatest change within the flow. The computations for the
present problem showed that it was indeed the "natursl" coordinate
system for the vicinity of the body.

WADC TR 52-295 2




The corresponding equation of the characteristics and the compat-
ibility condition for this equation are

dn + s q;"i"

d§ € % (52)
and

dleg) _ dq

c/(?’.,l) T dg (50)

If we introduce a ™hodograph plane™ with coordinates @, and ?2, then

it is seen from Equation (5b) that the slopes of the charactetistics in
the {ﬂz—plane and in the "hodograph plane" are the same at corresponding
points. Using this fact a simple graphical procedure can be used in
which one can avoid measuring Mach wave segments as is necessary in the
usual step by step construction using Equations (Pa) and (2b). On the
other hand Equation (5a) for the lach wave slopes is expressed in a

less convenient form than in Equation (2a) because of the presence of
both physical and hodograph variables in the right hand term.

SKECTION IIT
THE BOUNDARY CONDITIONS

rhe boundary of the problem is first shown in Figure 1 by the
contour ABCEDA, and it consists of the axis of symmetry, the cone sur-
face, and the limiting Mach wave; otherwise the flow extends to
infinity.

The boundary condition required along the axis of symmetry up-
stream of the cone and along the cone is that the velocity normal to
this boundary must vanish. This means that along the axis of symmetry
one hasf&: 0 and that along the surface of the cone¢5 = 8, where 8¢
is the semi-nose angle of the cone. In the neighborhood of the shoulder
one has a Meyer expansion; that is, a family of Mach waves characterized
by the plus sign in Equations (2a) and (2t} starts at the shoulder with

-d wd
the slopes %=(““)z %* where the value of % at the shoulder for a par-
ticular wave of the fan is related to ¢3 by the equation

L 3 6
-'§(K+02 q&z + %& = GL (6)

Finally we require that the flow tends to the sonic free stream con-
ditions as we go to infinity.

Along the limiting Mach wave no boundary condition may be pre-
scribed. This is physically clear since the knowledge of the subsonic
solution together with the supersonic boundary condition at the
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shoulder will completely determine the flow conditions along the limit-
ing Vach wave. This gap in the supersonic boundary is quite typical of
transonic boundary value problems.

For practical computations the boundary condition at infinity
must be replaced by more suitable ccnditions along boundariss at a
finite distance from the body. For this purpose we use the solution
computed in Reference l; which gives the asymptotic behavior of the flow
at a large distance from an axial symmetric body; we then stipulate
that the flow must assume this asymptotic solution on a new boundary
consisting of a line of constant x and a line of constant y sufficient-
ly remote from the body that this solution is valid. (Strictly speak-
ing, the asymptotic solution will agree with the sought solution only
in the limit that one approaches infinity in the physical plane; at
any finite distance from the body there will be a discrepancy between
the two. However we shall be concerned only with approximate solutions
so that as long as the differences of the exact solution of the prob-
lem from both the asymptotic and approximate solutions are of the same
magnitude, then this discrepancy will be of no consequence.)

There is however a difficulty with the above procedure since one
does not know what size body produces the flow represented by the given
asymptotic solution. In other words one does not know the relative
scale factor betwsen the coordinate system of the problem and that used
for the asyrptotic solution. We need therefore to introduce an appro-
priate scale change and examine the effects of this change on the
asymptotic solution. The aim of course is to find from this an alter-
nate boundary condition which is equivalent tc prescribing the
asymptotic soluticn but which does not contain explicitly the unknown
scale factor.

Let us recall first the form of the asymptotic solutiocn. It was
found by the hynothesis

I
¢ = 3 fg)

(7
where _ ‘é 4
C: (K"‘) ,Y 7 (S)
and f is given by the dlfferentlal equatlon
@oF 63y F"- 328f'- 4F - ©)

Here we denote the Cartesian coordinates in the asymptotic represen-
tation as X and ¥ in order to distinguish them from the coordinates
x and y in the actual flow. The values of f and f' as computed in
Reference l; are shown in Figure 2.

WADC TR 52-295 L




In order to examine the effect of a scale transformation upon the
asymptotic solution, we first relate the coordinates in the asvmptotic
representation and that in the actual flow by the equations X=¢X and
y=Y . Only one scale factor ¢ is needed here since the same change
of scale in both coordinates will not change the asymptotic solutlon.
The effect of this change of scale will now alter the scale of & and
according to Eguation (7)_we must investigate the effect of this change
of scale on the function f.

Consider now a scale transformatlon of both F and ¢ in Equation (9)
such that $=¢¢ and £(Z) = c'f(¢) where ¢ and c! are constant scale
factors. If now ¢'= ¢3 s the differential equation will be invariant
under this scale transformation. Therefore we have the result

-,'F'(g) = c3-f(()' (10)

This relation is now to be used in Equation (7) to give the effect
of a scale change on the asymptotic solution.

In order to find a form of the boundary condition which is invar-
with respect to the scale factor c, we seek now a linear functional
ion F(4§,.,,¢> X, ¥) = O which is fulfilled by the asymptotic
erresentation and in which the scale factor c does not apnear explic-
t1., A relation fulfilling these conditions is given by

F = 4x¢ + 7y ¥y +2¢ =0 (11)
There is of course still the question of uniqueness of Equation (11)
which we cannct settle. Ve must therefore assume the validity of this
condition and then check in the final solution whether or not the
cecired asvmptotic sclution is actually obtained.

Witk the conditions at infinity modified in this way, the down-
strear boundery of the problem must now be taken at the Mach wave

{CFD' of Figure 3) which passes through the intersection of the sonic
line and tke uvrer boundary. The location of this Vach wave is

unknerm,
SECTION IV

THE BOUNDARY VALUE PROBLEM

let ues now restate our problem. We seek now a solution of the
differentizl equation =(+$ B+ %, + 5 H =0 which fulfllls the

the following boundary conditions:

1. Alonz the surface of the cone one has the condition @y = 6,
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where 6p is the half angle of the cone; and along the axis of symmetry
upstream of the cone Py = C.

2. At the shoulder of the body, the flow is locally a leyer expan-
sion. '

3, Sufficiently far from the body alorng a line of constant x and
aleng a line of constant v one has the condition 4x¢3‘+ 7y¢y+2¢= o]

u

We have shown these boundary conditions in Figure 3.

SECTICN V
NUMERICAL METHOD TO SOLVE THE BOUNDARY VALUE PROELEM

It is a rather hopeless task to attempt to solve analytically
the boundary value problem as it was formulated in the previous sec-
ticn. We must therefore carry out the solutiocn by a suitable numerical
process.,

Following the procedure outlined in the intrecduction we first
approximate the location of the sonic lire (the parsbolic line). On
this boundary the condition¢§ = ¢ is prescribed., In the completel:
elliptic region formec in this way the finite difference method is now
used,

In order to carry out this procedure it is necessary that the
sought solution ¢ be regulzr, that is, expressible by a power series,
at every poirn:t of the domain D of the problen. (In the present case,
this conditicn is not fulfilled at the nose of the cone nor at the
shoulder, but it is possible to choose boundaries arbitrarily close to
the ccne for whirh this requirement is fulfilled.) Under these con-
ditions one can, in principle, choose within D a subdomain dn suffi-
ciently small such that in dn a quadratic polyncmial, for erxample, in
the independent variables ic adequate to represent the solution to a
given accuracye. In such a subdomain the potential ¢ may thren be
expressed as

¢= C,.X‘-ngyzf C3xy + Cgx + Cs Y (12)

where the coefficients ci (i =1, 2, +++, 5 ) are constants. These
coefficients can be evaluated if one knows the value of @ at any five
points within dn; knowledge of @ at the five points will therefore be
sufficient to determine it in the entire subdomain.

Tie can nov consider the entire region D to be covered by a network
of lattice points. A typical subdomain is then considered to be the

region bounded by a contour enclosing a given point and its four neigh-
boring ones,

WADC TR 52-295 6




Let us consider now a procedure to determine the values of ¢ at
the lattice points. To make the discussion specific, let us first con-
sider a system of lattice points formed by the points of intersection
of lines of constant x and y taken at intervals of X = h and &y = ht,
and examine a typical subdomain as shown in Figure L. One first ex-
presses the various coefficients in Equation (12) in terms of the values
of ® at the five lattice points. The resulting expression for ¢
must now fulfill the differential equation. Inserting this expression
in BEquation (1) then gives

- ((0ht) ¢ (B00) ¢ G (5R) o o

where dL;*' ¢g are the sought values of ¢ at the points as shown in
Figure I} and yo is the ordinate of the central lattice point. For
subdomains aajacent to the boundaries one will have a slightly more
complicated expression than Equation (13) due to the different arrange-
ment of the lattice points.

The above procedure is now repeated for each interior lattice
point, and in this way one will obtain as many relations, such as
Equation (13), as the number of interior lattice points. These equa-
tions will be quadratic. At the boundary lattice points one will have
further equations from the boundary conditions.

It is seen therefore that in the above process the boundary value
problem is replaced by an algebraic problem of finding the solution of
a system of quadratic equations, the number of equations being equal
to the number of lattice points selected.

For the large number of points usually needed in flow computations
the direct attempt to solve the system is impractical even with the
assistance of large computing machines. If, however, one has an esti-
mate of the values of ¢ then,a method of iteration (the relaxation
method) may be used to reduce the amount of computations, The initial
guess may be obtained either from known solutions over similar bodies
or from experiments; it is chosen so as to fulfill the boundary condi-
tions, but it will generally not fulfill the difference equation
everywhere. At most points there will then be a mistake (called a
residual) showing the amount by which the difference equation is not
fulfilled. Inasmuch as the potential equation is the condition of con-
tinuity of the flow these residuals can be interpreted as sources
within the flow which must be eliminated. The essential idea of the
relaxation method is now to remove these residuals one point at a time.
For this purpose, one keeps the value of ¢ at all points except one
fixed and then changes or relaxes the value at this point such that
the difference equation (13) is fulfilled at that point. This procedure
is then repeated at other points. It is to .be noticed that changing
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the value of ¢ at a given point will not only change the residual

at the point but also that of its four neighboring points. Therefore,
in the process of correcting a given point, one vwill disturb neighbor-
ing points which might have been previously corrected. To be useful

the rate of convergenice of this iterative vrocedure must be sufficiently
rapid. For a given arrangement of the lattice points, it is useless

to reduce the residuals to an order of magnitude less than that due to
the truncation error. At this point one then takes a finer lattice
point system and repeats the procedure until two succeeding sizes of

the network give the same result to within a desirable accuracy.

There are many improvements over the basic procedure described in
the previous paragraph. One useful mecdification which will be used in
the present case is the possibility of relaxing simultaneously an
entire colmmn of lattice points, that is, all of the points along a
line of constant x. The values of @ at neighboring points in the
colunn are then considered to be related by the difference equation (13)
which in this case will he linear; this equation together with the
boundary conditions at the upper and lower boundaries then form a
beundary velue problem which may be solved by a standard numerical
method. The obvious advantage of taking the points to be relaxed in
a column is that the resulting difference equation is linear. Another
equally important but less obvious reason is that relaxing a given
column will not affect the residuals in the adjacent column to any ex-
tent. This is due to the fact that over most of the region,with the
exception of the neighborhood of the staznation point, the contribution
of the x Aerivatives to the differential equation is much smaller than
that due to the y derivatives.

By carrving out the relaxation method in the subsonic region one
will now obtain the velocities throughout the repion considered and in
particular the vertical component of the velocity vector aleng the
assumed position of the sonic line.

If now the supersonic region is computed by the method of char-
acteristics using the location of the sonic line and the supersonic
boundary condition for the construction, then one will also obtain a
distribution of the vertical comporent of the velocity along the sonic
line which will in general not agree with that obtzined previously
from the solution in the subsonic region. This means of course that
the subsonic and supersonic regions do not have the proper continuity
of the velocities at their common boundary, the sonic line. In order
to correct this, one reconstructs the supersonic region such that the
location of the sonic line is allcwed to change so that at the new
location one has the values of the vertical component of the velocity
obtained from the subsonic field. The details of this construction can
be seen by carrying out the method of characteristics. Changing the
location of the sonic line will of course affect the solution previ-
ously computed in the subsonic region by the relaxation method. It
is anticipated that this change will be confined mainly to the vicin-
ity of the sonic line and will not extend too far upstream due to the
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parabolic character of the differential equation in this region. Us
the new location of the sonic line, the subsonic field will again be
computed, and one will obtain another distribution of the vertical
component of the velocity near the sonic line. This distribution will
again be used as a basis to relocate the sonic line. This procedure
is then repeated until one obtains a location of the sonic line which
will yvield the same distribution of the vertical velocity along the
sonic line both from the relaxation method in the subsonic region and
the method of characteristics in the supersonic region.

ing

SECTION VI
DETAILS OF THE COMPUTATIONS

Using the method proposed in the previous paragraph for the
transonic case we have computed the flow over a cone-cylinder body
with a semi-nose angle of €y = 1/10. For the subsonic region we shall
use the rectangular network of lattice points described previously.

As the first estimation of the desired flow, the apvroximation found
in Reference | for the cusped-nose body is used with modifications
mzde near the body to take into account the difference of the body
shapes, This gives also an approximate location of the sonic line.
In the application of the relaxation method some difficulty is antic-
ipated in the neighborhood of the stagnation point where the component
of the velocity in the free stream direction tends to minus infinity.
The nature of this singularity cannot be found in a completely satis-
factory but yet simple mammer. Since the perturbation differential
equation is not valid in this region, we shall circumvent the diffi-
culty by simply setting‘kk = -1 at the stagnation point.

In the subsonic region the relaxation process was first carried
out using the difference equation in the x,ygsystem, but since the
values of ¢ varied so much near the body subseguent calculations were
made in the €,p-system. See Equation (3). In either representation
it was found that for a given lattice point spacing the convergence
was peor. 1t was especially poor near the upper boundary where the
boundary condition (11) was prescribed. For the region near the body
with the exception of the vicinity of the nose it was rather inter-
esting that the value of ¢% (proportional to the pressure) was nesarly
independent of the lattice point spacing. H This would indicate that
the remaining residuals would have only a small influence on the pres-
sure distribution over the cone.

With regard to correcting the position of the sonic line, there
wes little trouble in determining a definite location of the sonic
1ine for a given distribution of the vertical velocity obtained fronm
the relaxation method. The construction of the supersonic region was
first carried out using the method of characteristics in the x,y-system
but due to the smallness of the ®x and the rapidity with which the
¢5, vzried near the body, it was impcssible to obtain reasonable
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results with a practical number of lattice points. This difficulty,
however, was overcome by using the method of characteristics in the
€M -systenm.

The effect of changing the position of tkre sonic line on the sub-
sonic region for the present case was negligible. Due to the parabolic
character of the differential equation in the vicinity of the sonic
line, the abscisca coordinate was influential only as a parameter with
the main effect on the solution being exerted through the boundary
conditions. For those columns of lattice points which had their lower
terminus on the body there was negligible influence of the sonic line
position, but for those columns which occurred further downstream and
which had their lowest lattice point on the sonic line, the influence
was-more direct., Inasmuch as the final position of the sonic line was
so close to the initial estimate there was even in this case little
influence due to a change of the sonic line. In any case, it was evi-
dent that the velocity distribution over the cone surface was very
little influenced by the position of the sonic line.

A satisfactory match with the asymptotic solution, described in
a previous section, could not be obtained at the upper boundary. This
may have been due to several reasons. One is that the convergence of
the solution near the upper boundary was slow, so that the correct
values were not yet obtained in this region. Another possibility is
that the upper boundary was not located at a sufficiently large value
of y; in this case the asymptotic solution would not represent a satis-
factory approximation to the correct solution.

No further attempt was made to refine the solution in this region.
This was felt to be unnecessary since the flow in the vicinity of the
body which is our primary concern was little influenced by the flow
near the upper boundary.

The values of qb obtained by the computation are shown in Figure
5. It is to be noticed here that in the vicinity of the body the
value of ®, = y¥ for a given value of x is for all practical purposes
a constant, This fact will be used in the next section to check the
validity of the transonic similarity law proposed for axial-symmetric
bodies. The distribution of @, and @yare next shovn in Figures 6a
and 6b. The results shown here have been made smooth near the upper
boundary.

Finally in Figure 7 is shown the resulting pressure distribution
over the cone. The pressure coefficient C, consistent with the slender
body theory is expressed in terms of the velocity components by the
equation

p-pr” 2
Cpi ——?—— = - 2¢X + ¢J (11.)
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where q° is the sonic dynamic pressure. The contribution of the <P§
to the Cp in the present case for 6o = 1/10 amounted to about 10% of
the total. The result for the cone with the nose angle of 10° also
shown in Figure 7 is found by the similarity law which is discussed in
the next section. Figure & shows the pressure distribution over both
the conical nose and the cylindrical afterbody for the case that the
nose angle equals 10°. The pressures on the cylindrical afterbody
were computed by the method of characteristics.

SECTION VII
VERIFICATION OF THE TRANSONIC SIMILARITY IAW

Von Karman (Reference 2) and Oswatitsch and Berndt (Reference 5)
have proposed a transonic similarity law for axial symmetric bodies,
but because of the slender body approximation used in the boundary
condition at the body there is some question of the validity of this law
for bodies of practical slenderness ratios. The results of the present
paper may be used to check the validity of their similarity law.

In order to see how the slender body theory was introduced let
us rederive the similarity law for the special case of the cone-cylin-
der body at lMach number one. The starting point is the boundary value
problem formulated in Section IV with however the upstresm and upper
boundary conditions being replaced by the original conditions at infin-
ity. We consider therefore the problem of seeking a solution of the
equation

'(K*’)¢X<e(x+ ¢‘,y + 3L¢.Y = Q0 (15)

with the boundary conditions:

1. along the surface of the cone, y = 6o x (here the origin of
the x is taken at the nose of the cone): @, = o,

2. along the axis of symmetry upstream of the cone: @, = 0,
3. at infinity: @, = 0, Py = 0, and

L. at the shoulder of the cone the flow is locally a Meyer
expansion., :

The essential idea of a similarity law is to obtain from a known solu-~

tion over a given body that over another body (generally affine to the
first) by a transformation. The procedure is to Introduce a scsle trans-

formation to the dependent and independent variables and attempt to trans-
form the above boundary value problem such that the parameter 8,
characterizing the slenderness ratio of the cone does not appear explic-
itly in the transformed problem. If this is possible,.then one can

solve the transformed boundary value problem and then obtain the flow
over any cone-cylinder body with the semi-nose 65 from this solution by

WADC TR 52-295 11




the given transformation.
Consider now the scale transformation
X =x
Fm=cy
o' P(2,7) = Plx,y)

where c and c¢!' are constants. Inserting this into the boundary value
problem it is found that the differential equation for P is the
same as for ¢ if one chooses c¢' = ¢2; that is, the differential
equation is invariant under the scale transformation if ¢ and c¢!' are
related in this way. The boundary conditions at infinity as well as
the conditicn of symmetry along the x-axis will also be invariant under
the transformation, and will therefore not depend upon 5. There is
however no possibility to eliminate the 6p from the boundary condition
at the cone surface. At this point the slender body approximation has
been introduced by von Karman and Oswatitsch and Berndt to avoid this
difficulty.

In this approximation the differential equation (15) is first
simplified by assuming that the body on hand is sufficiently slender
that the variations of ¢ in the x-~direction in the vicinity of the
body are negligible as compared to those in the y~direction. The dif-

ferential equation may be then simplified in the region near the body
to d’” +j—?, = 0. This equation can of course be integrated with the
result @= flogy+ £, where f1 and fp are functions of x alone. In
particular it is seen from this solution that the guantity )/¢b- is
independent of y. This fact is then used to reformulate the boundary
value problem such that for the boundary condition along the body the
quantity y¢5:= e§ x is prescribed instead of ?& = 68ps Since for slen-

der bodies y¢y does not depend on y, it may be prescribed along any
line in the vicinity of the body. Let us prescribe it along the line
y = O._ Carrying out the transfommation (16) in this condition with
c! = c2, one obtains

2
- 8, -
vVPp. = — X
y¢J CZ
If now one puts ¢ = 6y, then this boundary condition becomes also inde-
pendent of the 6, that is, one obtains the condition y mn X for y =0

and X ranging from C to the value of X at the shoulder.

With regard to the boundary condition at the shoulder {that con-
cerning the Meyer expansion) one cannot expect the slender body
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approximation to hold for this condition. This will be of little con-
sequence, however, with regard to the subsonic flow since it was seen
from the computations that the influence of this boundary condition was
confined only to that portion of the subsonic flow in the vicinity of
the sonic line, and that there was negligible effect on the pressure
distribution over the cone. Consequently from the point of view of the
subsonic flow one obtains a boundary value problem for @ which does
not depend upon the parameter 64,

From :1; one obtains the solution ¢ for the flow over a given cone-
cylinder body with the semi-nose angle of 8, by the transfarmation (16)
with ¢! = c© = e%. The pressure coefficient Cp along this cone is then
found from the equation

Coloy,:0) = ~28(xY,,0+6] = = 287 (£5,)+ 67 (17)

where Y = 6% and J, = @ X ; here Y=Y, is the line corresponding
to J=Jb . .

There is a difference between the results of von XKarman and that
of Oswatitsch and Berndt with regard to the variation of the pressure
coefficient with 6,. Aside from the fact that von Karman did not in-
clude the ?f term for the Cp it appears that in his resuli the vzalue
of #; was not evaluated along y = 52 as was done by Oswatitsch and
DRerndt.,

Using Equation (17) one can now find the relationship between the
pressure coefficients Cp, and Cpp at the surface.of two cone-cylinder
bodies of semi-nose angges 60y and Bgp respectively; that is

= (& )2( Cp,(x) = zeofc’nggz ) (12)

This result is a specialization of the result of Oswatitsch and Berndt
(Reference 5).

It is seen that the crucial point of the above similarity law was
the possibility of fulfilling the modified boundary condition for the
body along the axis of symmetry; that is, it was essential that the
quantity y¢y = 95 was independent of y in the vicinity of the body.

Tt is seen in Figure 5 that for the cone-cylinder body of 6g = 1/10
this requirement is indeed fulfilled for a considerable distance from
the body and for all positions along the cone with the exception of the
region near the nose.

It can therefore be concluded that the transonic similarity law
can be extended to cover cone-cylinder bodies of practical slenderness

ratios.
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SECTION VIII
COHCLUDING REFARKS

It was found that the numerical procedure proposed in the present
paper appesred to give a definite solution to the boundary value prob-
lem with however a tremendous amount of computational work. It is not
clear whether the slow convergence of the present problem was due
solely to the type of the differential equation; it is suspected that
the nature of the boundary conditions played an essential role.

The computations indicated that the pressure distribution over
the body was practically independent cf the supersonic boundary condi-
tion, or in other words, the location of the sonic line. The same
results could have been obtained by assuming a straisht sonic line--a
condition which is of course physically impossible. It is not clear
what effect the remaining residuals have upon the flow as a whole, but
it was fairly evident that they would have little influence upon the
pressure distribution over the cone.

The results of the computations showed that the slender body
approximation used by von Karman and Oswatitsch and Berndt in their
derivation of the transonic similarity law is valid for the present
example, and that this law can be applied to bodies of practical slen-
derness ratios. The pressure distributions over similar bodies are
then found from Equation (18) due to Oswatitsch and Berndt.
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